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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 12283 
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TAGS: GW, NATO, PO 

SUBJECT: FRG PLANS TO RETAIN AIR BASE IN PORTUGAL 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THROUGH AN UNEXPECTED PRESS LEAK, IT 
WAS ALLEGED BY SEVERAL GERMAN NEWSPAPERS LAST WEEK 
THAT THE FRG INTENDED TO VACATE ITS AIR FORCE BASE AT 
BEJA, PORTUGAL, BECAUSE OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN 
THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, THIS INFORMATION WAS QUICKLY 
REPUDIATED AT THE INSTANCE OF THE FONOFF WHICH WANTED 
TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE FRG WOULD MAINTAIN A STABLE 
PRESENCE IN PORTUGAL DURING THIS PERIOD OF POLITICAL 
TURBULENCE. END SUMMARY. 

1. SEVERAL ARTICLES APPEARED IN THE GERMAN PRESS ON 
JULY 25 CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE EVACUATION BY THE 
GERMANS OF THEIR AIR FORCE BASE LOCATED AT BEJA, 
PORTUGAL. THE STORIES RESULTED FROM COMMENTS 
REPORTEDLY MADE BY FMOD STATE SECRETARY FINGERHUT AT 
WHAT WAS THOUGHT TO BE A CLOSED DEFENSE DISCUSSION 
GROUP MEETING IN BONN. HOWEVER, FINGERHUT'S REMARKS 
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WERE LEAKED TO THE PRESS, WITH THE STORIES ALLEGING 
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THAT HE HAD STATED THE FRG WOULD MOST PROBABLY GIVE 
UP BEJA BECAUSE OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL. 

THEY CONTINUED THAT THE PORTUGUESE HAD BROUGHT PRESSURE 
ON THE FMOD TO PERMIT THE STATIONING OF A PARATROOP 
BATTALION ON THE BASE IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE GERMAN- 
PORTUGUESE TREATY. FINGERHUT WAS QUOTED FURTHER AS 
HAVING SAID THAT THE PARATROOP BATTALION WAS "NOT 
RELIABLE POLITICALLY," I.E., IT WAS ANTI-COMMUNIST 
AND CERTAIN OFFICIALS WANTED IT SENT OUTSIDE LISBON. 

2. FOLLOWING THE APPEARANCE OF THESE STORIES, THE 
FMOD ISSUED A STATEMENT CHARACTERIZING AS INACCURATE 
REPORTS THAT THE BUNDESWEHR INTENDED TO GIVE UP THE 
BASE. THE STATEMENT CONTINUED THAT THE GOP PLAN TO 
TRANSFER THE PARATROOP BATTALION TO BEJA WOULD 
CHANGE THE BASIS OF THE TREATY, AND THIS HAS BEEN 
MADE CLEAR TO THE PORTUGUESE. THE TREATY IS VALID 
UNTIL 1978 AND THE FRG IS ANXIOUS TO OBSERVE IT, BUT 

THE SAME MUST BE EXPECTED OF LISBON. 

3. THE FRG HAS USED BEJA SINCE THE MID- 1960'S WHEN 
NATO PARTNER PORTUGAL PLACED IT AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE 
GERMAN AIR FORCE (GAF) AS A TRAINING BASE FOR PILOTS. 
HOWEVER, THE FRG NEVER UTILIZED THE BASE TO ANY GREAT 
EXTENT, AND AT THE PRESENT TIME ONLY APPROXIMATELY 
150 BUNDESWEHR MEMBERS - SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS - ARE 
STATIONED THERE. THE BASE SERVES PRINCIPALLY AS AN 
OCCASIONAL FUELING STOP FOR GERMAN AIRCRAFT. THE BASE 
REPRESENTS A SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL DRAIN ON THE GAF 
BUDGET ALLOCATION, PARTICULARLY SINCE THE BASE IS NOT 
CONSIDERED COST EFFECTIVE. 

4. COMMENT: FINGERHUT'S ALLEGED STATEMENTS AND 
THE FMOD'S QUICK REINTERPRETATION OF HIS REMARKS 
ILLUSTRATE SOME BUREAUCRATIC POLITICS BETWEEN FMOD 
AND THE FONOFF REGARDING THE STATUS OF THE BASE. 

FINGERHUT’S STATEMENTS PROBABLY REFLECT THE DESIRE 
OF THE GAF TO DIVEST ITSELF OF THE BASE TO USE THE 
MONIES SAVED FOR OTHER PURPOSES, SINCE FINGERHUT 
HIMSELF IS RESPONSIBLE FOR BUNDESWEHR INSTALLATIONS. 
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HOWEVER, THE FONOFF IS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT GIVING THE 
APPEARANCE OF MAINTAINING A STABLE FRG PRESENCE IN 
PORTUGAL DURING THE CURRENT TURBULENT POLITICAL SITUATION. 
THEREFORE, FINGERHUT WAS OVERRULED AND A RELIABLE 
FONOFF OFFICIAL INFORMED US ON JULY 28 THAT THE FRG 
HAS NOT TAKEN ANY DECISION TO CHANGE THE STATUS OF 
THE BASE. IT IS EXPECTED, HOWEVER, THAT A GERMAN- 
PORTUGUESE WORKING GROUP WILL MEET IN THE FALL TO 
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DISCUSS THE STATIONING ISSUE AGAIN. END COMMENT. 

HILLENBRAND 
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